FOREWORD

"bears no relation to the Jewish invention of so-called love of mankind
or love of one's neighbours". Again the gambit was unworkable.
The war was made and lost. A new war must be prepared.
("If at first you don't succeed, try, try again" is a maxim of
militarism rather than appeasement.) The temporarily frustrated
German expansionists were meanwhile in a very bad temper
with God. That's what you get for putting up with, let alone
serving, anything that isn't exclusively German. Note the word
"exclusively". It is a keyword. "I reject Christianity because
it is international," fumed Ludendorff. But Germans, though
they can think clearly, except when they are angry, rarely think
straight. In a little while the Jews were no longer branded as
disseminators of international love, but as fomenters of international
hate. Having got away with the ensuing rehearsal in persecution,
the Germans also went back on the idea that Christianity had any
"enduring values" at all. It must be liquidated and replaced. No-
body was more convinced of this than "Church Minister" Kerrl,
and Hitler's prophet, Alfred Rosenberg, a ponderous light-weight.
"Both the Catholic Church and the Evangelical Confessional Church,
as they exist at present, must vanish from the life of our people." In
a word, for acts that were of advantage to the Fatherland "there is
no need to give any religious foundation".

Now I do not of course say that all the German race lent them-
selves to the conducted crescendo. On the contrary, many Germans
disliked the whole performance. But the great majority of the
German nation lent itself to the political action which harmonised
with these blarings. Indeed, I have touched upon them just because
their very cacophonies show the thoroughness of German practice.
The German nation was determined to expand at the expense of
weaker vessels. That involved ruthlessness. A ruthless sanction
was necessary. Christianity would not be ruthless? Then it must
go. The Third Reich would still be on the side of the angels, but
they must fly at four hundred miles an hour, and carry cannon. If
Germans cannot get their way by one manner, they will by another.
They are so pertinacious that they become almost adaptable. The
religious sphere is only an illustration, a small part of the whole grim
picture, but it was necessary to sketch it.

The authors pass naturally from this aspect of German mentality
ttMts logical sequel, the deification of Germany, and the yearning of
this dubious god for a Messiah. Note again the word " dubious";
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